a 
VINDICATION 


- Of Mr. Chriſtopher Love, 


FROM 


Divers fc: 1dalous + mes caſt upon 


hi 1 by the Malignanc party. 


Who ch; cge him to be a hinderer of the ; 


Treaty at Uxbridge, and a ditturber of 
the 2cace of this Common- Wealth. 


WHEREIN 


He cleercch himſelf from thoſe aperſi- 


- ons and ſhewah that he alwayes conſtantly 
endeavoured that Peace with Truth 
might be eſtabliſhed 3 to the Glory of 
God, and the comfort of this 
| NATION. 


RY ——— 


Written with his own hand, before his death, and now 
publiſhed for General ſatisfaion, 


| CC 


_——— 


| | LONDON, 
p. Printed by X. Wood, 1651. 


RIB jo pe 
* 2 
4 4s - 
: 1 
; , 
: oy 2 
by 4 F } 
© 
.& q - 
F 
= ! ; 
* 
* F < p 4 
TT ; - £ 
. 
. » 
I , 


” 
P £3 4 
- * ® CF » 
; y P 
- -' + of 
S 3 
[4 
F 
« Y 
\ 
%. = _ 
. * 
% 
s . 
* 
X 
* 
| 
— 
* 
; 
| 
* =>» 


Wo. od = 
A ” = A 
* _ - * 
# - 
. * » þ 
. 
LY 
? 
L - £ 
=. mn EE Fo 
P . ' / » 
” « [| 
+. 
. 
* 
* o ? 
z 
c < L c £ 
F 7 
-- . v 
.* 
$ 
4 
. 
£ 
© 
$ 
, 
- 
© p ig 
- 
and F 
: IS 
i 
. 
- 
F 
$ - 
; 
. 
b > 
* 
F 
2” ea 
f 1 
; 
, 
- 
'q 


} |} 
F 
\; 


« au13_ "+ Ow. NF I < as p 2 7 
('T) 


LTTLIFEFTEEFTLETT EA ITELETELS 


$IIEE EEE E III pt I<% 44444403444 
A ARES: SID LIRA OR IL 2% 


2993 
444 


PTL: 
Vindication of Mr.Chriſtopher Love 


- trom divers reproaches caſt upon him by 
the Malignant party. 


A F a mans good name be as' precious 
3 Oyntment,there will not be wantmg 
= many Flyes (to carry about flying 
&& Reports) tocorruptit: Although I 
2 deſerve not aname arnong the'& 
TT -- drenofthe molt high God, yet would 
Tnot loſe that room which any hath vouchſafed'me 
in their hearts, not be made an abhorriog to then. 
'Tis true, this Sermon which I preacht at Vxbridgee 
expoſeth me to the envy of the bad, the jealouſie of 
the good, yea the ſcandalous Reports of all; ſhould 
I now be filet, I ſhould ſitttgthen thofe reports}, 
and ratifie the ruinours unjaſtly raiſed tpaiblt ne. 
I confeſle the meannet{eof ny. gifts, "and fewnefle of 
|  miy years, (being no tore then 23.Yoth lay a great 
diſeouragement_upor my'fptricito come to pubs 
liek view; tohold forth: the dim light of a candle 
vow the 'Suttſhineth; 'to bring in my poor mite! 
when then now adiyes e#ſt mof their abundangein- 
0 Gbds Treaſtry : Had? i6theen'preſt under:the 
RN 13 GEGCLIIGNT fie9g (R6 2104520 0] '*prefiure 
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preſſure of reproaches, | {hould never have brought 
my Sermon ( which, prezcht at Uxbridge ) to rhe 
Preflz; when I Preackt it, 1 accounted it noother 
| then as an u-:tincly birth, that thould never ſcerhe 
' San; the reaton why. I 1 oy bring it to light, 1sno: 
any high conceit that I b .veotit, but a talle Concelt 
that many have buth otthe Sermon,and myteltthit 
preacht it. Iam pjeignted rathe work: as an enemy 
t Treaties, or a peace by that way 3 1 can make my 
Appeal to Heaven, where my witnelle is, chat m the 
travel cf my Soul I have unccflantly ci yed unto 
God for a good ſucceſ}- ro that Treaty, that by it 
Peace and / 14:6 might flouriib in our dayes, onely an 
unſound and ap unſafe peace have I preached and 
prayed againit. EB 
fhaveonely t wo things faithfully and humbly to | 

preſent to your coni.dcration.... Firſt, the Cab; that T | 
had to preachat Uxiridgat that day, Secondly,the 
Mater which I preacht.. | For the firlt, vis. the Call | 
that Thad to preach,[-ſhall briefly relate ;: On. Wed 
nefday night the 29 of Janary,(being the moncthly 
.Faſt)] had-notice that theCommiſhoners were come | 
to Uxbridg., and that Mr. Martial or ſome other Mi- 
viſter that attendel upon the Honourable Commile | 


fioners, was to. preach the Thurſday following; | 


( » h @h was the firſt day of the ireaty ) hearing of 
this,I rode from #*z4/or Caſth: to Uxbr:de on. burſ< 
day, morning 3. went forthwith,to Mr. Martial, to 
know whether he Preacht, who told me hedid not, 
yet ſaid that there was a Sermon : foon after I went 
han the Church to bean Hearer. /.sI was go- 
ig,l met the Governour of the Town, who told me 
that he with others had been walting in the Congre- | 
gation 


\e 


vh 
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gation fora Sermon, but the Minifter expeCted tg © 
preach was not conez whereupon he dciired me 
that | would preach, clſe the Congreg:tion would 
bedifappointed. To whom T aniwcred, that'l had 
no ti.oughts of preaching, but tobe an hearer, yet 
r-ther then the Congregation [Lou!d be d1{appoint- 
ed, I would ſpend ſome half an hour to give them a 
word of 'x kor:atz0z, which accorcingly I did. Now 
whether this was nota hand of Heaycn to calt me 
upon the work, let my accuſers themiclyes be Jud-. 
ges. Iam conſtrained to write. the manner how I 
came to preach, to wipe. off: thoſe icancals that are 
caſt upon me, Some ſay that I-iritruded my ſelf on 
the work, when divers can tcll how earneſtly Capt. 
Hampton, the Governour of the Town, did {ollicite 
me, telling meelſe the Congregation would be diſ- 
appointed, Some were ſo ſhamele fleas to fay, that 
I thruſt M, Mariza! down the Pulpit ſtaires, when 
't's well known M. A4artial was not there all that 
day'z beſides, had he been there to preach,T am fo far 
trom doing any ſuch unchnitiar a;tion, as to rob the 
Congrega'ion of the Labours of him whoſe Zeoks I 
2m no. worthy to carry after him, yea Yr It.werean 
expreſſion meet for a meer man, 1 could ſay, whoſe 


ſhove-latchet Tam not worthy to untye. Others ſay, 


that one Mr. Kezs was to preach 3 others ſay, ſome 
atljacent Miniſter, (whoſe turnit was to ſupply the 
he&ture that day) whether the one or the, other, T 
knew not. then ; onely this I know, it was almoſt a 
11 of the clock when I was entreatcd vo preach : the 
Governour and ſome of the people came out of the 
Congregation, thinking they had been diſappointed of 
a Sermon 3 yea,l did my Llg alſo bid the Clark call a 
| - long 


4 
long Pſalm, that ſoif the Minitter who was appoin- 
ted to preach had come in themnean tinie, he might 
bave ſupplyed the place. | | 

' Object. /# ht cover zour Call was to preach that day, get 
the mratier which you preacht was unjeaſonable in that 
place, before that {nudito: y, and at that time, | 2 

To which I anſwer, Fiſt,ic was theic ufual Le&ure-day; 
tu: a Country Auditory, none of the ComniMlioners of ei- 
ther fid: were there. Sccondly,Had they becn there,1 pake 
not a iword touching theConmilffiuners ot either (ide, only 
qray:d &r ontown, Thirdly; any thing were unicaſor 
able, it muſt be this ;: I adviſed the Auditors not to dote too: 
much.on Treaties of Peace : ' What unſeaſonablenefſe was 
in this?, Ihope a Miniſter may adviiea peoplenot to dote 
too mach upon ordinances, ,or.upen duties, yet this no di-: 
{paragement to either,.or to the authority of God that cn- 
joyns both; one may adviſe another not to dote too much 
upon Wife and children, yet this advice doth not refl:Ct ra 
the dii;grace of cither: imthe like manner,might not a Vini- * 
fer adviſe a Congregation not todore too mitch /upon thit* 
Tre4ey, pet this,advice og waycs v. flee ofi the Treaters, gr 
T ceaty it. iclf. ' 1 feid turiher, that whiles our cnemies go 
on in their wicked preQices, and whiles we keep to our 

; Inciples, we may as ion wake fire and water to agreggand . 
(I had almoft ;aid) reconcil: H:aven and Hcll, as their ſpi- 
rits and ours;cither they muſt grow bettcx,or we muſt grow 
wc rle, hefur: ir is/poſſible for us to agree; 'wherein is this ' 
unſeaſonable? ſh:w me, andl will fall down with an ac- 
knowledgment art your feet. | ES] 

. Obje&.. I by didyon,nat write this Vindichtien ſooner ; bad 
there not been a jault you would nat have been folong filent, and ſuf=,\ 
fer many aſperſion, thus 3, ſpread.,. 1... oY ho | 

'- To which I bricflf anſwer, Firſt, I acknowledge ſuch a 
ſenſt 2nd apprehin'icn Fhave of theſe poor fruits o: my ſtu- , 
dics, that-I had no thuught*'at aFl to privt my Sermon, had 
not tbeimportunity of divers fiiends;' who are buth godly | 
and wif, provaied with the, acalſorhe-confid.raticn m_ 

2 theſe . 


(G6 = 
| theſe ſcandais would not ontly reffet upon my ſelf, 
| but on other Viniiters alſo who cleave to the Par- 
layz:cnt proceecings, as if they were of the fame ſ{pi- 
it that Lam vnjulily preſented to the- World to be 
ot, had not ticte confitlerations ſwayed with me, 1 
ſhould net have brought my Sermon to publick 
view, but have waited in filence, fubmiſiion, and 
patienceon my God fora Vindication, ' knowiiig ate 
ſurediy tho innocency and integrity of my hcort and 
errriage to-be clear in this matter ; T hloile God, the 
antegrity of my ſpirit (being in nothing about this 
matter con{ciqus tomy ſe]t) hath been as a brazen 
| wallagaiftallthe ſcandals which have hence been 
darted again{t we, / that none of them havcentred to 
to pierce the quietnofſe and content of my ipirit z T 
r-member What the Poet ſ21d; | | 
== HiC MuY 6; ahenens eſto fo Es 
| \ Nil conjcire-ſcbi, wmlla palleſtere clpa. 
|  Secondly,it was meetT ſhould be thus long ſilent, 
| Jeſt Tſhould have aticipate3 theParliament. (before 
| whom fome acculations againſt me were preſented) 
| F-ſkould: bave beey prignteiaeFtigwite, yea alſo * 
have blemitht:-my-own vindication, 1kho&uld not?” 
| (have waitedfor their determinations; who-have 
| (byanOrderof the Houfeof Cormmons)cledted and®* 
| acquitted me touching this matter.” ' * 4 | 
Te owab requiſite I thoult Nay tintill the! Treaty: 
wab over, leltitrhight exafperateth6 ſpirits of our 
cnemies, and ſo father' that or mie as'if Thad not 
a peaceable diſpoſition, which indeed is the baſtard 
that ought'*to'Be Yaycd before their own doores 3 
; though theif words be fmoother then butter, yer 
| wars in their hearts, but Peace in mine. 
| ** Fourthly, 
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- Fourthly,I deemed it my beſt way to wait a while 


In filenee that I night the better hear and know: the. 


ſcandalous aſpcriions caft upon me, that I might the 
eaſicr clear my {c)f, Some report that I ran out of 
Uxbriageas ſoon as I had preacht the Sermon, as be- 
ing aſhamed of what 1 hac. done, whereas 'tis known 
by divers I went publickly up and down the Town, 
and {taid art leaſt tour hours after the ſermcn in the 
Town ; others ſay that I retired my felf, and kept 
out of the way when I was ſent for by the Parha+ 


- ent, when divers can teftifie I went up and down 
the City 3 yea, was lofar from hiding thy ſelf from 


any Court of Judicature, that I uſed, meanes that I 
might be heard; that I might come to anſwer the 
accuſations that were againſt me. Mahgnants ( who 
would have 1-0) reported that I was whipt out of: 
Uxbridge, or committed cloſe priſoner in Vxur.c ge 
by our Commiſiioners, brought ina Cait to Lqpdon, 
committed by the Parliament cloſe Priſoner to.New - 
cate, with many other lying repro:aches would they 
faſten upon me, whercas 'tis well known I was never 
before either Paaliament, or Honourable Commilit- 
oners imployed by them, or any clſe about this bu« 


finelle,only I was ſenttor by an Order of the Houle 


#f Commons, but in regard nothing was brought in 
againſt me, I was by them acquitted. _._ 
Thus Coprtcous Reader, xeferring my {elf to thy 


Q/ oy 0- 


fivourabſe ccolune, I humbly: take leave tor this 


time ; prefling my (elf to be. 
FRE. An tarnct well-w ihe 0, T:uth aud! Peace, 
+25» © 1b them wbo love both in lipcerity, | 
Ea: 1 2 1. 11; | Chriſtopher Love. 
es NS. , 
iy {KK IP .- 
i634 3 ©) F- in F b N F s. 


' KG 
= 
” 4 


